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THE SOCIAL-ECONOMIC-NATURAL COMPLEX ECOSYSTEM

Ma Shijun Wang Rusong

(Research Center for Eco- Environmental Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100085, China)

Ecological theory has been considered as one of the scientific bases for solving the major social
problems of the day looming large over the world. Among the major social problems, food, energy
source, human population, and natural resources required in the industrial construction and its
relevant environment are all concerned directly or indirectly with social organization, economic
situation, and natural environment on which man relies. The problem how to coordinate the
environments of urban areas and their surroundings is now more prominent with the rapid growth of
urbanization in recent years. The social, economic and natural systems are different in their
characters and have their own structures, functions and developmental rules, but the existence and
development of each of them are conditioned by the structures and functions of the others, so it is
obvious that the above complex problems can be regarded as neither social nor economic ones
separately, but as ones of the social-economic-natural complex ecosystem. This complex system has
become a form commonly present in man’s economic society.

It should be a common task for all of sociologists, economists, ecologists, urban planners,
managers and policy makers, and also a key to the major social problems of the day to study the
crisscross relationships between these subsystems; the process of changes in the materials, energy and
information between them; the tendency of their past, present and future succession; and the dynamic

relationships between their benefit, risk and opportunity.





